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Foreword 
 
Opening Remarks 
 
The building of Redding and Westquarter Church was completed 100 years ago in 
1907. 
 
It has a prominent position within the village and throughout it’s long history has 
seen many villagers and visitors pass through the doors. It has survived two World 
wars and faced many other difficulties that are lost in the chapters of time.  
 
These few chapters remember those who were involved in the building of the 
Church in 1907, the members, both current and past, and the communities of 
Redding and Westquarter who have continued to support their Church in good 
times and bad. 
 
Much of the information contained in these chapters relates to the period from 
1948 up to the present. There are two obvious reasons for this, firstly 1948 was 
when the Church had a minister appointed in it’s own right and secondly many of 
the members before this time are sadly no longer with us. 
 
The Church building today is in good condition with growing membership numbers 
and there is no reason why it cannot survive for another 100 years or more. 
 
The Centenary celebrations are detailed elsewhere and they were considered a 
major success. Many people attended the Church over this period and everyone 
enjoyed taking part in the celebrations or simply having a background seat. 
 
Lots of stories and events from the past were recalled that brought both sadness 
and happiness to many. Old pictures that were found in bottom drawers were 
passed around or in some cases shown as a slide during a service. Above all 
everyone was made very welcome and they were aware that it was a pleasure that 
they had taken the time to attend.  
 
These few chapters have been written to ensure that there is a record of many of 
the events over the past 100 years covering the history of the Church. Reading 
through old records there are so many people who deserve special mention for 
their work through the years, unfortunately it is not possible to record all events. 
We now place on record our thanks for their commitment and dedication.  
 
Thanks are extended to everyone who provided information and I would especially 
mention the late Alex McLean who had taken a great deal of time collecting details 
of the early Church history.  
 



   
   
  

The Church History 
 
 
Polmont North Parish Church 
 
In the year 1649 a proposal was put forward by Falkirk Parish Church that a 
Presbyterian Church be built and sited on the east side of the Jink-a-bout but this 
was rejected owing to the disharmony at the time between the Resolutioners and 
Protesters and nothing further was done for some time. 
 
In January 1691 the Heretors and people living on the east side of the Grange burn 
presented a petition to the Presbytery of Linlithgow calling for a Church to be built 
in a suitable place on the East Kerse not far from the two burns.  The reason for 
building near to the burn was to ensure easy access to stone and water supply for 
future repairs.  It would appear that they were more successful on this occasion as 
in May 1691 Presbytery agreed that the Parish of Falkirk was too large for one 
minister to serve. 
 
They also agreed that a Church for the new Parish should be built elsewhere, in 
fact downwards from Grangemouth (Reddoch) which was sited on the opposite side 
of the road from the now B.P. General Offices. 
 
The plans were shelved again, this time until 1719 when it was proposed that the 
new Church should embrace all the lands lying to the east of the Grange Burn, 
including Kerse, Dryfield, Redding and Westquarter.  The new Parish would serve 
some 1000 examinable people.  A new site was chosen on the rising ground of 
Little Kerse. 
 
Hopes were dashed again and nothing was done until 1731 when the Presbytery 
agreed that the new Church should be built upon the braes between Carisbank and 
Millhall, near the braehead above Little Kerse – and so, the village’s first Church 
was built some 82 years after it was first mooted. 
 
The foundation stone bearing the inscription, Founded May 22nd 1731, can still be 
seen today built into the south boundary wall of the Churchyard. 
 
In 1734, after the completion of the Church, Heritors reviewed annually the seat 
letting accommodation. 
 
Thus was formed the ecclesiastical Parish of Polmont, bounded on the north by the 
Firth of Forth, on the east by the River Avon, on the south by Muiravonside and on 
the west by the Parishes of Falkirk and Bothkennar. 
 
The population of the Parish in 1755 was 1094 but, owing to the development of 
the area during the following 75 years, it was necessary, in 1835, for a probationer 
minister to take up duties in Redding to serve the pastoral needs of the people 
there.  Worship was conducted in a schoolroom owned by Redding Colliery.  Within 
the next few years the national Church was divided in two by the Disruption, the 
date of which was 1843. 
 
 



   
   
  

 
 
 
 
Therefore at a time when the Church of Scotland was bitterly divided, the decision 
to proceed with the building of a new church ranked as a supreme act of faith. 
 
Polmont North Church, built in 1844 at a cost of £2,717 is considered unique in 
Scotland with twin spires on its eastern front. 
 
The decision to build a new church was taken for a variety of sound reasons, the 
old church was damp, ill arranged and too small to seat all the communicants, 
749, at once.  It could only seat 607.  The foundation stone, which can be found in 
the base of the south tower (left of the main door), is inscribed `Founded 10th 
May 1844`. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
   
  

The Church in the Villages 
 
Redding 
 
From 1835, Redding School was used for worship but this was considered 
unsatisfactory by the Presbytery of Linlithgow as the Moderator (Rev. James B. 
Mackenzie) reported to the Kirk Session in April 1902 that the question of a 
meeting place or mission church at Redding had been discussed by the Presbytery.  
The Kirk Session, in other words, were to do something about it.   
 
Two months passed and still no site was available.  In October it was reported that 
a site near Redding School might be available.  When the Session made enquiries 
they were taken aback when agents for the owner of the ground demanded a price 
of £300 per acre.  The session, not surprisingly, considered this price `excessive 
and practically prohibitive`, so they looked elsewhere to a site known as `Channel 
Hole`, but to no avail.  There was no solution in sight by May 1903 so the Session 
returned to the site originally offered at £300 per acre.  The feu was offered at 
£15 per acre but the Session refused to accept.    
 
Despite these difficulties, plans for an Iron Church, to seat 300 and to cost 
between £400-420, were considered but no decision was taken although the 
Womens` Guild had £25 in hand to give to the Session towards the cost of Redding 
Mission Hall or Church.  Unfortunately, the Session had to shelve the matter 
although agreeing, in principle, that a hall or church for `the southern district of 
the Parish` was required.   
 
The issue was reopened in June 1904 when, after consideration of yet another site, 
the Session submitted plans for an iron church and a stone church.  In November 
1904, Dr Theodore Marshall, Convenor of the General Assembly’s Home Mission 
Committee, paid a personal visit to inspect the site, the school and consult the 
people.         
 
Shortly afterwards the Session received the Committee’s report intimating that it 
considered a desirable place of worship.  Every assistance would be afforded the 
Session; so, after further discussion, the Session opted for a stone church although 
more expensive to build than an iron building. 
 
The views of the congregation were sought, not at one congregational meeting but 
at several, before plans for a stone building to cost £730, according to an estimate 
submitted by a Grangemouth firm of architects, were approved.  If furnishings, a 
boundary wall and so on were to be included in the price, the figure would rise to 
£850.  The Home Mission Committee promised £250 and members of the 
congregation were asked what they were prepared to contribute.  The sum of £100 
was offered by the Nobels Explosive Company and only after due consideration of 
the ethics involved was the offer accepted.  A further £150 was granted by the 
Baird Trust; £50 by the Duke of Hamilton and £50 from the Womens` Guild. 
 
Following a further dispute with the owner of the proposed site, the Session looked 
elsewhere and came out of it with quite the best proposition so far.  The owner of 
a site near the old quoiting ground at the east end of Redding village not only 
granted a feu but gifted the boundary walls on the north and west.   



   
   
  

However, 4 years had elapsed by this time and the Church wasn’t completed until 
the summer of 1907.   
 
During the building of the Church several disputes between the builders and the 
architect forced the Session at one stage to threaten the builders with legal 
action. 
 
The dedication service was conducted on Sunday, June 9 1907 by Polmont`s 
former minister, the Rev. Dr. P. McAdam Muir, the then minister of Glasgow 
Cathedral who later became Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland in 1910. 
 
 
Westquarter  
 
With the development of Westquarter Estate for housing, the Session was 
authorised, in late 1936, to erect a hall for worship.  In March 1937, Stirling County 
Council sold the Church of Scotland General Trustees, a plot of land measuring 
0.772 of an acre at a cost of £163 for this purpose. 
 
Plans were prepared but the estimated cost, around £1200, presented a problem.  
Another was that the Session questioned their ability to maintain it as it meant 
that Polmont Church now had a church, mission church, a manse and two halls to 
maintain. 
 
Despite their misgivings, the Session decided, after due consideration, that it 
could and the decision to proceed was taken in March 1938.  The following 
February the Church came to Westquarter when a service and a Sunday School 
were held in the new Carhowden Hut, for which the charge was 2/- a service.  
Meantime, costs had risen and the hall was now to cost £2475 of which £495, 
rather more than originally indicated, was to be found by the congregation.  War 
was declared in the autumn of 1939, yet the building proceeded and the hall was 
dedicated on 22 March 1940. 
 
Like Kerse before it, another daughter church of Polmont developed and Redding 
& Westquarter became a church Extension Charge in July 1948, when the Rev. 
Douglas Sommerville, the first ordained minister received the call and was 
ordained.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
   
  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Westquarter Hall Church 
Viewed from Elm Drive 



   
   
  

 
 
 
A Church in Full Status 
 
Having become a Church Extension Charge in 1948 Redding and Westquarter 
continued to carry out God’s work in the Parish and in 1953 separated from 
Polmont Church, although they still carried this out under the guidance of the 
Minister, Kirk Session and Congregational Board of Polmont. 
 
In May 1959 a petition was sent from the congregation to the General Assembly as 
they were of the opinion that they were now in a position to move from being a 
Church Extension Charge to becoming a Church in Full Status. 
 
At the General Assembly on Wednesday 20th May 1959 we were given Full Status, 
which meant that from 1st July 1959 we were an established Church and the 
control of the buildings etc. were handed over from Polmont Church to the 
Church of Scotland Trustees. The message from the Moderator was received 
 
 “ At the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland on Wednesday 20th May 
1959 the Church of Redding and Westquarter was given Full Status. This means 
that as from 1st July of this year you are an established Church with all the rights 
and privileges which this brings. Until now you have been on probation to see if 
you would make the grade. The General Assembly thinks you have and so 1st July 
1959 marks the birthday of the Church of Redding and Westquarter. 
In the name of the whole Church of Scotland I want to congratulate the Kirk 
Session and Congregation on this magnificent effort in achieving Full Status and 
wish you well in the years that lie ahead.” 
 
In terms of Act 18 of the General Assembly of 1959 which came into operation on 
1st July 1959 it also provided that the Baird Trust, the committee on the 
maintenance of the Ministry and the Congregational Board should each provide a 
sum of £50 to form the nucleus of a Fabric Fund for the upkeep and maintenance 
of the Church and other buildings. This was duly carried out. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
   
  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Letter requesting the financial guarantees that 
 were a condition of granting full status. 



   
   
  

 
First Congregational Board 
 
 
Although the 6 elders ordained in Redding and Westquarter Church with 2 
assessor elders from Laurieston Church had worked alongside the Polmont Church 
elders when Redding and Westquarter became a Church Extension Charge, it 
wasn’t until 1960 after becoming a Church in Full Status that the first 
Congregational Board was formed.  
 
 
The first meeting took place on 5th May 1960, the members who attended were: 
 
 
 
Board                                                             Office Bearers 
 
Reverend Gavin Brownlie    Alex Wilson  Clerk 
John Rae      John Rae                Treasurer                 
William Riddell                                          William Riddell       Auditor     
Harry Houston                                             Alex Wilson  Auditor       
James Millar                                           James Millar    Property  
Alex Allan                                                     Alex McLean           Property 
Alex Forgie                                                   George Davidson     Property 
David Robertson                                           John Rae                Property     
Albert Buchanan                      
Charlie Wilson        
George Davidson   
Archie McNee 
Alex Wilson                              
Bert Wilson             
John Strang            
Andy Dowds 
Alex McLean                            
William Jordan 
Mrs Storrar 
Mrs Drummond 
Mrs Brown 
Mrs Wilson                               

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
   
  

 
 
 

Ministers 
 
Douglas Ferguson Miller Sommerville was appointed as the first minister of Redding 
and Westquarter Church of Scotland and was inducted on 13th May 1948. Even today 
almost 60 years later many still fondly remember him. A young bachelor, he was a 
dashing figure as he moved through the villages on his bicycle and he fitted into the 
community with ease. 
 
Although he lived in the Church manse, Kingarth in Brightons, with his sisters he was 
always to be found on the streets of the villages visiting parishioners. 
 
Mr Walter Martin of Blair Cottages was the Session Clerk at this time and he had two 
daughters Jean and Cathy who were both single. Cupid took over and Jean Martin 
eventually became Jean Sommerville in 1953 with Alex Wilson as best man. 
 
Mr and Mrs Sommerville moved to Gretna Old on 1st September 1954 after serving 
Redding and Westquarter for 6 years. The most amazing thing is the impression he made 
with everyone in so short a period. 
 
Douglas passed away a few years ago and Jean now lives quietly with Cathy, who never 
married, in Polmont Park. She and Cathy were very welcome guests to the Church in 
1998 to celebrate the 50-year anniversary of the first minister’s appointment and 
attended the 100th Anniversary Service.  
 
 
Gavin Dunipace Brownlie was inducted as minister on 24th March 1955 and during his 
period Redding and Westquarter became a Church in full status. More details of this are 
recorded elsewhere. During his ministry his wife gave birth to twin sons Gavin and 
Martin who joined their elder sister Joan. All of the children were christened in the 
Church. Mr Brownlie left after 6 years to go to Ladyloan Church, Arbroath on 3rd March 
1961. 
 
 
Dugald McKinnon was inducted on 1st November 1961. He was a bit older than previous 
ministers and already had a grown up family. This worked very well with his sons joining 
the very successful 1st Redding and Westquarter B.B.and Mrs McKinnon operating a 
supportive role as minister’s wife. Mr McKinnon left for Ardoch, Braco on 2nd June 1969. 
 
 
Arthur Law was inducted on 6th February 1970 and I seem to remember an early 
comment from Mr Law being ` The Law has come to Redding and Westquarter`. Again 
we had a fairly mature minister who played a full role in the Church and he proved to 
be fairly popular and well respected. He stayed for 5 years before leaving for Glassary 
and Kilmartin, Lochgilphead on 6th June 1975. 
 
 
Alan Paisley was appointed in the summer of 1976 and again his stay was fairly short as 
he departed for Prince Edward Island, Canada in 1978. 
 



   
   
  

Ronald McDowall was appointed in the Autumn of 1980 but Redding and Westquarter 
had come full circle, as this appointment was as a link charge with Laurieston. There 
was always likely to be potential problems for Ronnie having to serve the 2 Churches 
without showing any favouritism to one over the other. On many occasions there were 
difficulties but these were overcome by the minister who always presented a firm but 
reasonable solution. The workload was immense with one minister for two Churches but 
he never complained and always preached a strong message. Neil Martin did assist for 
much of the ministry and proved very popular with the congregations.  
 
The outlook from Presbytery towards the end of his ministry was that Linkage would not 
continue in the future in this charge or elsewhere. It is interesting to note that 
following Ronnie’s early retirement in June 2001 after 21 years, Falkirk Presbytery 
extended the linkage and introduced it to other Churches. Ronnie’s work, even if in 
some small way, must have given Presbytery the confidence that Linkages can work 
successfully.   Ronnie and Helen live locally in Falkirk and on occasion he provides 
Pulpit Supply to local churches. 
 
Geoff Smart  
 
A number of alternatives were considered by Presbytery before the two Churches were 
allowed to commence the search for a new minister. Joint meetings with Laurieston put 
forward very strong arguments and eventually we were allowed to call a new minister. 
The final piece of good news in the announcement was that it would be for a 7 year 
tenure.  
 
It was announced that Geoff Smart from Armadale may be a candidate and the vacancy 
committee were to meet with him. There was relief at finding a candidate but concern 
that we may have to settle for anyone who was prepared to come to the Linked Charge, 
with a very heavy workload. Oh ye of little faith! 
 
Geoff was inducted to Laurieston linked with Redding and Westquarter on Friday 21st 
June 2002 at Laurieston Church. 
 
The members, and particularly those who were on the Board, waited to see what Geoff 
would be doing to bring in new members as well as working to have existing members 
return, as there had been many discussions on this subject during the vacancy.  
 
Members in Redding and Westquarter Church include people from the villages but 
around half are former villagers who have moved elsewhere. When Ronnie McDowall 
retired a number of the members, who did not live in the villages, understandably 
decided that this was the right time to transfer to their new local Church. 
 
It was a surprise therefore that there was no plan to knock on doors or to write letters, 
instead he preached his sermon every Sunday, prayed regularly and ensured that he was 
always available to those in need. He visited the sick in their homes and hospital, 
buried the dead and christened the babies. The community was getting to know this 
man and one by one new faces appeared at Church and old faces returned. 
 
Behind the scenes he introduced change and as an example he refused a personal gift 
when he was appointed, choosing instead to use the money to purchase the Mission 
Praise books. 
 



   
   
  

What was wrong with the existing hymns, many asked themselves, but soon they were 
to find out when they started to enjoy the music and words of these new hymns. 
  
He ensured that he was fully involved in all the workings of the Church and Board 
Meetings were chaired in a firm way. The building of the new hall was an ideal project 
for a new minister and he was the driving force behind this as well as other Fabric 
improvements. A new sound system that included a loop system for the deaf, new 
organ, painting the Church, new entrance door and many other improvements were 
made in a very short period. The amazing thing was that he never once mentioned 
money across the pulpit but donations, offerings and offers to carry out work were 
forthcoming as never before.  
 
Most importantly new Church services were introduced and on one particular Sunday 
there was a morning service in Laurieston, 2 Communions at Redding, a Healing Service 
at Grangemouth and a wedding in Redding Church. The evening communion service at 
Redding was permanently reintroduced and the monthly Healing Service is now held at 
Redding. In addition a full calendar of services takes place during Easter and Christmas. 
 
Geoff was working hard and a very noticeable thing was that his holidays tended to be 
from Monday to Saturday and he did not miss many Sundays in the pulpit. 
 
As well as being a man of God, Geoff proved to be a minister of the people, a minister 
of prayer and a minister of song. 
 
Member numbers have increased by over 30% and he has lead the Church into its second 
century on solid ground. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
   
  

 Rev. Geoff Smart – My Story 
 
I was born on 5 December 1944 in Portsmouth, Hants where my dad was posted during 
the war years with the National Fire Brigade. 
 
We moved to his village in Berkshire called Wargrave when I was still a babe in arms 
and I attended the local Church of England Primary School until I passed the 11+ and 
went on to Maidenhead Grammar School. 
 
At school, sport was a major priority and I gained my school colours at hockey and 
cricket and represented the school at the Berkshire County Athletic Championships 
where I won the under 15 pole vault. 
 
I gained a few O levels and left school at 16 to join Berkshire County Council as a junior 
clerk.  I quickly decided that working in local government wasn’t for me and dabbled in 
several jobs in the building industry. 
 
I was confirmed into the Church at 12 years old and sang in the Church choir from a 
young age, rang the Church bells and served at Holy Communion so, at that time, I was 
heavily committed to the Church. 
 
My vicar in St Mary’s said to me that he thought I should go into the Church, an idea 
which did not go down well with me, especially as he said you didn’t need to feel a call 
as he had decided he fancied a change from teaching to become a vicar. 
 
I enjoyed my upbringing in the village, playing for the local football and cricket teams 
and I was one of the prime movers in starting a mixed hockey club. 
 
A member of the cubs and the sea scouts, I enjoyed boating on the River Thames and 
was also a founder member of the youth club. 
 
I met Agnes in 1965 and we were married in my Church, St Mary’s in September 1966 
and we moved to live in Reading where I worked for a local builders` merchant and 
played for the local hockey club and also for Oxfordshire and Berkshire. 
 
I worked for my brother-in-law in his chemist shop in Basingstoke and then we moved to 
live in Denny after my appointment as the local area medical representative for Merck 
Sharp and Dohme, one of the major pharmaceutical companies. 
 
After moving to Scotland I played cricket for Stenhousemuir but gave that up after 
about 5 years to concentrate on my hockey career with ICI Grangemouth and I was a 
member of the side which won the Scottish Cup in 1980. 
 
Under my father-in-law’s influence, I took up fishing which I still enjoy today. 
 
We eventually moved to Plean and, by this time, Alison had arrived.  The Scottish water 
did the trick for we had been trying for a family for some time prior to our move. 
 
I joined Plean Church where Agnes was already a member and, after serving on the 
Board, I was ordained an elder of the Church. 
 
 



   
   
  

During this time, I became more committed to the Church through our Fellowship Group 
and felt called to serve the Church of Scotland as a full time minister. 
 
After attending Selection School in 1989, I was accepted for training and qualified 
through an Access Course to attend Glasgow University, where I attained the Licentiate 
in Theology in 1993.  I gained experience of three very different Churches as a student, 
in the North Church, Stirling; St Mungo`s, Alloa and St Columba`s, Stirling. 
 
My probationary year was served in St Serf’s, Tullibody and I was ordained to Armadale 
Parish Church on 5 May 1994. 
 
After serving eight years as their minister, I was called to Laurieston, linked with 
Redding & Westquarter and I was inducted to this charge on 21st June 2002 in 
Laurieston Church. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Rev Geoff Smart 
 

Pictured on Communion Sunday 3rd December 2006,  
2 days before his 62nd birthday. 



   
   
  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Rev. and Mrs Sommerville 
with Bridesmaid Cathy Martin 
and Best Man Alex Wilson 

 
 
 

Rev. and Mrs Brownlie 
with daughter Julie 

and twins Gavin and Martin. 

 
 
 

Rev. Alan Paisley 
with  Sue and Bryan Dick 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Rev. R McDowall 

 
As shown on the Order of Service on 17th 
June 2001 which was his final service. 



   
   
  

Missionaries, Elders and Office Bearers  
 
Unfortunately with the passing of time very few can remember any details about the 
missionaries so their names and period of service are listed without any other details. 
There are 2 exceptions to this with the first being Alexander Buchan who died on March 
1931 and there is a plaque in the Church dedicated to his memory as well as one to his 
wife Ellen Kerr. The other memory is of Mr Henderson who is mentioned by Roger 
Maxwell who visited the manse many times as a friend of his grandson. 
 
Missionary                                        Dates 
Mr Connibear                                  1907 - 1914  
Mr Buchan                                      1914 – 1921 
Mr Richardson                               1921 – 1924 
Mr Snoddie                                     1924 – 1928 
Mr Buchan                                      1928 – 1931 
Mr Henderson                                1931 – 1948 
 
Ordained Elders – Since 1948 
 
Walter Martin  17 May 1948 
George F Watt  17 May 1948 
Archibald Preston  17 May 1948 
Robert Allan  17 May 1948 
James Walker  17 May 1948 
James Miller  17 May 1948 
John Grant (Assessor Elder Laurieston)  08 Nov 1948 
James H Mather (Assessor Elder Laurieston)  08 Nov 1948 
Thomas Baird  27 Feb 1949 
Alexander Laing  27 Feb 1949 
 
Alex Wilson  20 Jun 1953 
Robert Wilson  20 Jun 1953 
Harry Houston  20 Jun 1953 
Chris Storrar  20 Jun 1953 
George Davidson  20 Jun 1953 
David P Johnston  09 Oct 1955 
William Riddell  07 Oct 1956 
John M Rae  07 Oct 1956 
Alexander Forgie  07 Oct 1956 
Archibald McNee  24 Aug 1958 
David Robertson  24 Aug 1958 
John Strang  24 Aug 1958 
John Muir  24 Aug 1958 
 
Charles Wilson  28 Feb 1960 
Alexander Allan                                              28 Feb 1960 
Albert Buchanan  28 Feb 1960 
Ronald Aitchison  11 Feb 1962 
Alexander McLean  11 Feb 1962 
John Baxter  18 Nov 1962 
James Bingham  18 Nov 1962 
 



   
   
  

 
 
 
Robert Gray  24 Apr 1966 
William Jordan  24 Apr 1966 
Robert Marshall  21 Jul  1968 
James Murray  21 Jul  1968 
William Bell  29 Sep 1968 
 
Sam Blair  14 Mar 1971 
Matthew S Dick  *  14 Mar 1971 
Robert Buchanan *  14 Mar 1971 
William W. Bell  19 Nov 1972 
Michael Carlin *  14 Apr 1974 
Alex Frickleton  14 Apr 1974 
Robert Roberts  20 Feb 1977 
Charles Baillie  20 Feb 1977 
 
Hector McCartney  08 Feb 1981 
Sam Walker  08 Feb 1981 
Harry Goodbrand  08 Feb 1981 
Douglas Brown *  08 Mar 1981 
Rebekah Brown  30 May 1982 
Jean Brown  08 Apr 1984 
Rae Frickleton  02 Dec 1984 
Agnes Aitken  02 Dec 1984 
Margaret McLean *  02 Dec 1984 
Margaret E Stewart  11 Oct 1987 
Annabella Close *  11 Oct 1987 
 
Jean Leadbetter *  10 Feb 1991 
Nyree Blackley  21 Nov 1991 
Brett B Blackley  06 Jun 1993 
William Scott *  29 Mar 1998 
 
Helen Baird*  17 Sep 2000 
June Simpson *  17 Sep 2000 
Janice Deans *  17 Sep 2000 
Donna Gardner *  17 Sep 2000 
Wilma Wilson *  22 Feb 2004 
Jane Young *  22 Feb 2004 
Robert Brown  19 Oct  2005 
Jean Risk *                                                      27 May 2007 
Helen Sneddon *                                              27 May 2007 
 
 
* existing serving elder 

 
 
 
 
 



   
   
  

 
 
Session Clerks 
 
W Martin  1948 – 1955 * 
R Wilson  1954 – 1955 
D P Johnston  1955 – 1957 * 
C Storrar   1957 – 1959 
J M Rae  1959 – 1959 * 
A Wilson  1959 – 1996 
D W Brown  1996 –  
 
* Also held position of Treasurer 
 
 
 
Treasurers 
 
W Martin  1949-1955 
D P Johnston  1955-1957 
J M Rae  1957-1962 
A McLean  1962-1997 
W Scott  1997 –  
 
 
 
Organists 
 
Cathy Martin  1948-1957 
W Wilson  1957-1962 
G Gordon  1962-1965 
Mrs Waugh  1965-1967 
Ann Gilbertson     
Cathy Martin 
Susan Erskine  1970-1972 
Colin Payton  1973-1977 
Cathie Martin 
M Paisley 
Mrs Munro  1979-1985 
Andrew Forrester  1985-1990 
Willie  Provan  1990-2002 
Jerry Smith                                                     2005- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1967-1970 

1977-1978 



   
   
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
                          Picture taken of the inside of the Church for  
                          back page of the Anniversary Order of Service 
 
 

 



   
   
  

 

 

 
 

Jerry Smith 

 

 
 

Church Session 2007 
Pictured at Communion on Sunday 3rd December 2006. 

Back Left: W Scott, D Gardner, R Brown, R Buchanan, H Baird, R Roberts 
Front Left: J Simpson, D Brown, Rev G Smart, S Dick, J Leadbetter.  
Missing were Janice Deans, Jane Young, Jean Risk and Helen Sneddon 

  
 



   
   
  

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Ellen Kerr 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Alexander Buchan 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Mary Gray Buchanan 



   
   
  

Church Members 
 
 
Mary Dick (Roberts)   
 

 
 
 
Mary is one of the longest serving members having joined the Church in 1948 and 
has now been a member for 59 years.   She has many happy memories of her life 
within the Church and of course like so many others has fond memories of the 
minister at that time, Douglas Sommerville.  
 
It was expected that her wedding to Stan would have been her happiest memory 
but she has also mentioned the christening of her 3 sons Ian, Bryan and Graeme, as 
well as the christening of the grandchildren.   Many more special memories, 
including Bryan’s wedding to Sue and the presentation that she and Stan received 
on their Golden Wedding. 
 
No mention of special occasions would be complete for Mary without reference to 
Graeme and she particularly remembers a bible presentation to him on his 21st 
birthday and the pew bibles donated to the Church at the time of her Golden 
Wedding and Graeme’s 30th birthday.   
 
Mary is an active member of the Church Guild and is a Past President. She has 
been involved in many other organisations over the years including the Young 
Worshippers League, Sunday School and a member of the Church Board. 
 

 

 
 

Mary 



   
   
  

A special mention has to be given of her time as a member of the `famous` 
Redwester Concert Party.  She particularly enjoyed many of the social events that 
her husband Stan has organised over a long number of years. 
 
Like many she has sad memories as well and was particularly upset that her 
mother did not see the Communion Table Runner that was dedicated in memory of 
sister, Betty. 
 
Today Mary and Stan are retired and spend many happy hours in their caravan, 
based in Oban during the summer months.  Mary also has an interest in genealogy. 
 
They are both still fully involved in the daily life of the Church and can be found 
most Sunday’s in the second front row. 
 
 
 
Donna Gardner (Munro)   
 
 

 
 
 
Donna joined the Church in 1995 and throughout these 12 years has played a full 
role in the work of the Church. 
 
She currently lives in Reddingmuirhead with husband, Dougie and son, Jack and 
has a full time job as an Early Years Officer.  As usual busy people, like Donna, 
always end up `volunteering` for even more tasks.  Preparing the Order of Service 
and the notes for the Falkirk Herald are weekly jobs for her. 
 
Donna has many other titles within the Church and organisations including Elder, 
Board Member, Sunday Club Superintendent and Brownie leader.  
 
As you would expect Donna has many happy memories and these include having a 
Brownie guard of honour on her wedding day and Jack’s christening. 

 

 
 

Donna 



   
   
  

 
She was particularly proud to carry the flag for the Brownies and Guides over the 
years and was chosen to present the B.B. with their new colours in 1987. 
 
Her mum almost had a happy memory as well when Donna and fellow Brownies 
were asked to invite one of their parents up for a song on the Parents` Evening, 
however Donna chose the minister instead! 
 
Donna and Dougie are very proud of their son Jack, as you would expect. He is a 
member of the B.B. in Brightons Church and attends the Sunday Club in Redding 
and Westquarter. 
 
He was chosen to carry out the official task of cutting the ribbon at the opening of 
the new hall in Redding and to cut the anniversary cake. These were well deserved 
honours for a fine young man. 
 
June Simpson and Helen Baird preceded Donna as leaders of the Sunday Club and 
Brownies so it was a particularly emotional moment when they retired, leaving 
Donna to take charge. 
 
Donna gives so much of her time to the Church and it is a very special place for 
her. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



   
   
  

Margaret Dickson  

 
Rita who was born in Church Road, California, joined the Church on 23rd November 1952 
so has completed a remarkable 55 years of service. Douglas Sommerville was the 
minister at that time and like so many her memories are of him going about the village 
on his bicycle.   
 
Throughout her years of membership she has been active in many of the organisations 
and groups including the Sunday School, Young Worshippers League, Guildry, Rosebuds 
and the Guild. 
 
It was never enough for Rita just to be a member and this is illustrated by her becoming 
an Officer in the Guildry, Officer in Charge of Rosebuds and teaching for 36 years in the 
Sunday School, a record of which she can be very proud. Her training as a Nursery Nurse 
was put to good use.   
 
It was difficult to pick out a special moment but Rita has chosen a trip to Iona with 
some of the younger people in the Church. Family occasions were happiest and she 
mentions her wedding to Robert in 1964 (see picture), the baptisms of her daughters 
Lesley-Ann and Susan and her 5 grandchildren.  
 
She describes the Guild Concert Party as a laugh a minute but has not gone into any 
detail. 
 
Her saddest moments have been the loss of many friends over the years. 
 
Today Rita lists Music and the Guild as her hobbies and in the past has reluctantly 
stepped in to play the Church organ when required. Attendance on a Sunday is a must 
for Rita who expresses her love for the Church where she is very popular and has many 
friends. Despite having some health problems she participates in the Readings rota and 
distributes the flowers every Sunday.  

 

 
 

Rita and Robert on their wedding day 
with Christine Frickleton 



   
   
  

Roger Maxwell                         
 

 
 
Roger and wife, Betty live fairly close to the Church in their house at the Hillock in 
Main Street.   Although Betty struggles a little now you can still be sure that they 
will regularly attend their Church. 
 
Born in Redding, Roger joined the Church around 1947 before there was a fully 
appointed minister and has now achieved 60 years` service.   An amazing feat!   
The missionary at that time was Mr Henderson and Roger spent a great deal of 
time in his house, as he was friendly with his grandson, Donald. 
 
1st Polmont Boys Brigade recruited Roger to their ranks and he eventually reached 
the rank of Staff Sergeant before becoming an officer for almost 9 years. There is 
a picture showing him with the 3 stalwarts of Redding and Westquarter Company 
of that time namely, Archie McNee, Alex Wilson and Hugh Baird. 
 
Roger originally worked as a Coachbuilder and Vehicle Inspector before joining 
B.P. where he was a Power Station Control Engineer. 
 
Now retired, his hobbies are given as golf, reading and walking. He would like to 
have included singing but has been reliably informed that he is unable to hold a 
tune. 
 
Happiest memories were having his 2 daughters christened in the Church but was 
disappointed when they married in a different church.  
 
There are always many memories over 60 years and building the first hall at 
Redding with `a bunch of labourers` was a rare achievement. 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Archie McNee, Hugh Baird,  
Roger Maxwell, Alex Wilson 



   
   
  

 
Mary Miller (Deceased)                     
 
 
 

 
 
 
The Church in Redding and Westquarter is full of members with exceptionally long 
service.  In August 1986 the Falkirk Herald contained a story about Mrs Miller, who 
was celebrating 60 years as a member of the Guild after joining Polmont Old 
Mission Church in 1920.  Mrs Miller latterly lived in Haining House and a copy of the 
very interesting Herald article is shown above. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Mary Miller 



   
   
  

Tales from the Past 
 
The installation of the oil fired heating system in Westquarter Hall Church to comply 
with the Smoke Control Order cost £450. It was necessary to request a loan from The 
Church of Scotland for £300 in October 1971 before this work could commence. This 
loan was repaid in February 1973. 
 
In September 1955 the minister Guy Brownlie sent a letter to all members advising that 
£250 was required to complete the financing of a new hall in Redding. He requested 
that all members donate the sum of 10 shillings (50p) to support this appeal. The appeal 
was successful and raised £274.   
 

 

 
 

Financing the new Hall in 1955 
 

(Copied with a letter offering to remove a  
Feu on the Church grounds) 

 
 



   
   
  

 
 
Alex Wilson outlined the duties of the Church staff in April 1972. Duties listed for 
the cleaner included dusting, cleaning and polishing of seats, ledges, walls and 
windowsills to the satisfaction of the Property Committee. Floors must be deck 
scrubbed at least once a year. Mrs Matilda Salvage was paid the sum of £68 per 
annum for the cleaning duties in the Church and Hall. She had carried out these 
duties for many years and had started on £15 per annum. 
 
The linkage with Laurieston was effected at the end of 1979 and total 
membership of the 2 Churches was around 900, split almost equally. Costs were 
paid on a 50:50 basis until the start of 1991 when Laurieston agreed to pay 60%. 
This reverted back to 50:50 at the start of 2006. 
 
Rev. Guy Brownlie complained that only 200 out of 600 members were regular 
attendees. 
 
In February 1953 a letter was received by the Session from Isa Dick complaining 
that she was having difficulty finding a seat in the Church. 
 
Two members of the Girls Guildry were to visit London on Coronation Day. At a 
meeting on 17th May 1953 the Session agreed a grant of £3 towards their 
expenses. 
 
Miss Gray Buchanan requested that she be allowed to hold a service on 5th June 
1955 in the grounds of Westquarter Church Hall. 
 
In order to accommodate all Sunday School children it was agreed by the Session 
on 8th September 1955 to organise 5 Christmas parties. 
 
James Baird recommended, in December 1955, that the plaque he donated of 
The Last Supper should be placed in the new hall at Redding. 
 
Archie Preston received a presentation in 1956 prior to emigrating to the U.S.A. 
 
Archie McNee was appointed as Captain of 1st Redding and Westquarter B.B. in 
August 1956 following Alex Wilson’s retiral. 
 
In November 1957 the executor of Janet Tomney`s will advised that £100 would 
be donated to Church funds. 
 
In 1958 elder George Davidson advised that his wife would like to donate an 
electric cleaner for the carpets. 
 
A Session meeting on 23rd August 1948 agreed to a request from Mr G Ebbs to 
graze his pony on the ground behind the Church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
   
  

 
Newsletter December 1957: 
 
Around 30 members visited potential members and this resulted in a very 
successful campaign with 38 new members. These included George Erskine, Alex 
and Rae Frickleton and Annie Swanston.   
 
The B.B. reported 13 new recruits and 100% attendance at the enrolment service 
in Westquarter Hall. The Woman’s Guild enjoyed their Halloween party and their 
concert. 
 
Newsletter June 1959: 
 
33 new members were welcomed in 1959 including James Sneddon, Agnes 
Thomson (Robb), Allan Rae, David Dowds, David Chirray, Rosemary Ross (Cullen), 
Andrew Dowds, Isobel Forrester and Alexander Strathie. 
   
Youth Fellowship President Hugh Baird and the committee were having difficulty 
in arranging a programme to provide for the youth. At the AGM Hugh reminded 
them that the Youth Fellowship was an agency of the Church and must attract 
young people to the Church so that they might be equipped for the world and be 
Christ’s people. 
 
Newsletter December 1959: 
 
The Freewill Offering Treasurer was writing to a number of members who failed 
to donate during the year. Weekly offerings averaged around £25. 
 
Session Clerk Christopher Storrar died and was replaced by Alex Wilson. 
 
New members totalled 21 including Elizabeth Brown (Carlin), David Illgunas and 
Rena Gardner (Thomson). There were 15 baptisms including Elizabeth Scobbie, 
Malcolm Illgunas and Brian Walker. 8 weddings including William Cramb to 
Isabella Walker (6 June), Robert Robb to Agnes Thomson (20 June), Alexander 
Monfries to Janet Mitchell (24 June) and Samuel Blair to Margaret Sneddon (8 
August). 
13 funerals including Mr Mackie (15 June), Mr Storrar (10 September) and Alan 
Cassidy (7 October). 
 
Newsletter June 1960: 
 
New Board members included Mrs Drummond, Mrs Storrar and Mr McLean. (Ward 
Ave)  The collection at the Easter service was £5.7s.6d. New members included 
Margaret Black (Bell) and Mrs Munro.  
 
B.B. Captain Archie McNee reported that the sale of firewood is keeping the 
company financially sound. The annual camp was heading much further than 
normal to Stranraer. 
 
Life Boy Leader in Charge Cathy Martin reported a problem with increasing 
numbers and now had 40 boys on the roll. This was resolved with the addition of 
new leaders May Carmichael, Bessie Mackie and Cathy McNee. 



   
   
  

 

Westquarter Hall 
 
The hall, built in 1939, proved to be an excellent addition to the Church facilities 
as it was used for Church services and organisations. This was vital to the older 
residents of Westquarter as there were very few cars and no buses passing their 
door to take them to Redding. More details of usage are illustrated but it was a 7 
day per week operation. The Church facilities were now well balanced with the 
Church in Redding and the Hall Church in Westquarter. This ensured that the 2 
communities were fully integrated, with everyone being part of the Church in 
Redding and Westquarter. Availability was sometimes a problem and on many 
occasions the main hall, the meeting rooms and the basement were all in use at 
the same time.  
 
It is probably true to say that the Hall was not an architect’s dream with its 
brown pebble dashed walls but it definitely suited the purpose for which it was 
built. 
 
There is no doubt that in the 50`s and 60`s there was some division between the 
two villages which is possibly best illustrated in the summer of 1959 when it was 
agreed that all services would be held in Westquarter in July and Redding in 
August. The minute states “This would give five Services in Westquarter and five 
Services in Redding.” thus balancing the situation. 
 
A typical week would be 
 
Monday                Life Boys 
Tuesday               Boys Brigade Games Night 
Wednesday          Girls Guildry 
Thursday              Badminton Club 
Friday                  Boys Brigade 
Saturday              Badminton Club 
Sunday                 Sunday Schools / Boys Brigade Bible Class 
  
Unfortunately with the passing of time, declining numbers in the Church and 
organisations, the demand for the hall became less and less. The Boys Brigade 
and Badminton Club were the 2 main users at the end of the twentieth century.  
 
The Church Board ensured that essential repairs were carried out including new 
guttering, non-stop roof repairs and a heating boiler. The end was probably 
signalled by a report following a Church of Scotland insurance survey that 
identified woodworm that would cost an estimated £10,000 to repair. This would 
be in addition to the ongoing costs suffered from the regular vandalism.  
 
With heavy hearts the Church Board agreed that they should try and sell the Hall. 
The added concern was that since the Church could not afford the repairs we 
might be liable for knocking the building down if a buyer could not be found. 
An attempt to sell the building a few years earlier failed so there was no 
guarantee that this attempt would be successful. 
 
Pictures were taken and forwarded to the Church of Scotland property department 
complete with site details.  Fortunately on this occasion a few interested parties 



   
   
  

came forward and the Hall was eventually sold to Mr G A Mackie, who was a 
builder from Perth, for £25,615 on 22nd June 2001. He planned to build houses, 
knocked the Hall down and cleared the site. The council rejected his plans and he 
has now sold the site but it remains vacant. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                  Picture taken in Westquarter Hall in the 
                                             early 70`s at a Concert 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



   
   
  

 
 
  

Redding Hall 
 
The Church Board reviewed the possibility of building a Hall at Redding in the 
summer of 1955. Mr H Houston, seconded by Mr J Miller proposed that the hall be 
built subject to the following contractor prices being agreed.  
 
Mr R Thomson        Joiner Work (Kitchen / WC)     £65 
                             Joiner Work (Hall)                   £57.10s 
Mr J Robertson       Plaster Work                           £60. 
 
An anonymous donation plus the members response to Rev. Brownlie`s appeal 
ensured that the building would go ahead and Reverend T J Dyer Moderator of 
Linlithgow and Falkirk Presbytery accepted an invitation to carry out the 
Dedication in early 1956.                          
 
Local labour was used to build the hall that was a single storey brick building. In 
addition to the open floor area there was a small kitchen and a single toilet for 
ladies and gents.  
 
The Sunday School, Shipmates and other organisations used the facility and it was 
also very useful for meetings and a cup of tea after Church.  
 
A plan to build a replacement hall in the 1990`s failed because of the high cost 
and the demands of the Planning Department so the only option was to upgrade 
the existing hall.  
 
By the year 2000 it was recognised that Westquarter Hall would be sold so it was 
essential to improve the facility at Redding. The Church of Scotland were 
reviewing the number of buildings that Churches had so the plans fitted in with 
their directives. 
 
`Local labour` came to the rescue once again and the upgrade programme was 
completed over a short period. The wooden windows were replaced by double 
glazing, new electric wall heaters installed, completely rewired, kitchen 
extended, new toilet fittings, ceiling lowered and plastered, walls and floor 
repainted and repairs to the roof. The only cost was the double-glazing and the 
new heaters. All labour and other materials were donated. 
 
It was recognised that the facility had been significantly improved but this was 
seen as a short-term measure as the plan to build a new hall was regularly 
discussed. 
 
Unfortunately within a year the roof began to give problems and although it was 
patched up it further emphasised the urgency for a new hall, particularly as 
Westquarter had now been sold.  
 
Finance was a key issue however a house at 4 Polmont Park that was purchased 
following the sale of the Redding and Westquarter manse, Kingarth, was declared 



   
   
  

vacant. The occupants Reverend Brown, formerly of Laurieston, had died a few 
years earlier and now his wife had passed away. The gross proceeds were £74,000 
and this was shared between the family and Redding and Westquarter Church.   
The Church’s share was £57,792 and when this was added to the proceeds from 
Westquarter Hall it was hoped that this would be suffice to build a new hall. 
 
The plan was to have a hall twice the size of the existing but this was quickly 
changed as estimates were well in excess of £100,000. A revised plan was agreed 
whereby the new hall would be 50% bigger than the existing hall. Everything was 
now in place or so we thought. The capital from Westquarter and Polmont Park 
was invested by the Church of Scotland in the share markets.  A serious fall in 
these markets reduced the capital value by £12,000 and despite complaints 
nothing could be done in the short term. Pleasing to say that this was raised by 
the Church Board with Presbytery and resulted in change in Church legislation. 
 
The Board had decisions to make as to whether or not they should move the 
capital or leave it where it was in the hope that the share value would increase. 
Although there was a slight improvement they did not return to their previous 
level however the interest received did partially compensate. 
 
By this time plans were approved by the Council who understood that their 
previous condition to build a car park could not be met and they agreed that this 
condition would not be imposed this time. The Board did set their own conditions 
with the main one being that although the Hall will be built and owned by the 
Church it will be available to all villagers and organisations in Redding and 
Westquarter.  
 
Quotations were sought and early figures were frightening, coming in between 
£95,350 and £128,650, which were above budget, considering that furnishings 
were not included in the quotes. Plans were at an advanced stage when once 
again `local labour` came to the rescue in the shape of James Easton who had a 
small building company.  
 
James and his father George, who lived in Woodburn Avenue, had been in contact 
with Helen Sneddon and accepted an invitation to meet with the Church Board. 
James’s eventual price including a large number of extras was a remarkable 
£78,973. The meeting was really to find out if James could deliver the hall for 
the quoted price. Assurances were given and the contract was awarded to James 
Easton. Everyone was delighted that we had reached this stage.  
 
A frustration at this time was the fact that if we had known James earlier then 
the Hall could possibly have been bigger, however it was too late now, as all the 
plans had been approved. The old hall was emptied and the site cleared and 
prepared by Mr Crozier for £2,500. This price compared with earlier quotes of 
£5,000. 
 
True to his word James and his workers delivered the hall on budget and to the 
specification. Everyone was thankful and delighted when the Council approved 
the building on 3rd June 2003. 
 



   
   
  

The fixtures and fittings and other site work still required to be completed. 
Probably against the individuals wishes a list of the projects is given and the total 
cost of £3,491 is mainly for materials as labour was mostly free.  
 
Project                                   Name                  Cost (£) 
 
Relocate Garage and Felt      Volunteers        21 
Plumbing Extras         P Cullen                            296 
Joinery / Painting                     W & A Lapsley                    Nil 
Tiling Kitchen / Toilets          J Ritchie                          606 
Car Park Materials                 W Hill                       Nil  
Rubbish Removal                 T McCarroll                        Nil  
Blinds and Fittings                    Guild                        Nil 
Patio Slabs                                Brownies                           Nil 
Burglar Alarm                     J Easton                   400  
Cooker and Extraction         Anon.                      Nil  
Disabled path and gate             K Simpson                         225  
Hall Floor                               G M Timber                     1463 
Toilet / Kitchen Fittings            Howdens                         380 
Storage                                    Misc                                60 
Extra Locks and Keys           Misc.                           40 
 
Everything was successfully completed, the hall was available for use and the 
only thing outstanding was the opening and dedication.  The date was agreed for 
4th November 2003 and Alex Christie was `volunteered` to organise the 
entertainment. 
 
A list of invited guests was agreed and this included Reverend MacDowall, who 
was involved in the original plans, Councillor Ricky Wilson, who had freely given 
of his time and support, plus James and George Easton. 
 
Reverend Smart would dedicate the Hall but someone had to be chosen to 
perform the official opening ceremony. The Board decided that Alex McLean, 
senior elder, and Jack Gardner of the Sunday Club would be approached. Donna, 
who is Jack’s mum duly informed him that he was doing it but Alex required more 
persuasion as his health was not so good.  
 
Eventually Alex agreed and gave a wonderful speech on the history of the Church 
in Redding and Westquarter before he and Jack cut the ribbon. Alex did speak of 
his delight at being chosen and there were two very proud individuals after the 
formalities were complete.    
 
Interestingly Church members and friends continued to work on the grounds after 
the building was complete and eventually the building of a Car Park was raised at 
a Board Meeting. This was the clause that was in the plans that prevented the 
hall being built years earlier and upon request to the Council was not a condition 
of the new building. 
 
Costs were discussed and a five-figure sum was estimated to prepare the site and 
build the car park. As you may have guessed `local labour` again came to the 
rescue. 
 



   
   
  

It was important that the boundary fence was reinstated as some neighbours did 
raise concerns about lorries and individuals causing damage. Ken Simpson 
`volunteered` to rebuild a wire mesh fence and estimated £200 for materials. 
Quotes previously given were well over £1500 but this did include labour that Ken 
and his support team would give free of charge. 
 
Ken purchased the fence material but raised a concern that the building of a 
fence would restrict access for the machinery that would be required for site 
preparation. 
 
Intimation was made on the Church order of service that site clearance and 
preparation was a problem. Estimate figures were again discussed at a Board 
Meeting and a five-figure cost was likely, although there were some members 
looking around for an alternative and William Scott who was coordinating the 
work did receive a few telephone calls. 
 
Access to the car park would be between houses on Main Street and Kirkwood 
Avenue where there was an existing road. Unfortunately the road was 10 metres 
short of the entrance to the car park. Trees, shrubs and general rubbish were the 
obstacles on this piece of ground so clearing and removing these would be a 
major task, even before moving into the car park land. Ken worked away and 
hand made the gateposts for the entrance, bought the wire for the fence and 
prepared the concrete posts.    
 
One wet and windy Monday evening in October Ken asked to meet with William 
and Stan Dick to finalise the exact details for the boundary fence. Everyone was 
soaked and shoes were mucky but Ken advised that he was ready whenever we 
were. It was frustrating that we would probably have to advise Ken that 
everything would be put on hold until the Spring, at least. 
 
This would not be the case however following a telephone call, on the same 
evening, from a Robert Thomson who had a Plant Hire business in Wallacestone. 
Robert advised that Mrs McAlpine, a neighbour, told him about the car park and 
he was keen to help. The question from Robert was “When are you available to 
meet me on site?” Later in the week was the reply but Robert was talking about 
30 minutes later.  
 
There used to be a Robert Thomson who was brought up in Wholequarter Avenue 
but this did not sound like the same person on the telephone. Surprise, surprise it 
was the same Robert Thomson, along with his nephew. His brother Jim and wife 
Joyce are active Church members and Robert had returned `home` to the area 
and started this new business. 
 
Robert surveyed the site, including the access and announced that he would start 
the following day. Mrs McAlpine had advised him that the minister was on holiday 
in America and she wanted it completed for his return. This was really excellent 
news but there was a major sticking point which was naturally the cost so William 
raised this with Robert. Surprise was evident on Robert’s face that money had 
even been raised as he explained what the minister had done for his family when 
his mother and Joyce’s sister died. He was so delighted and thankful to be given 
this opportunity to show his gratitude. 
 



   
   
  

Sure enough, Robert’s team arrived on site the following morning and the work 
was completed within a few days.  
The car park was in use from late November, 2006. A truly remarkable story!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

New Church Hall in Redding 



   
   
  

Centenary Celebrations 
 
The Board appointed a committee who would be responsible for arranging all 
events during the Centenary year. Members of the committee were: - Douglas 
Brown (Chairman), Geoff Smart, June Simpson, Jean Risk and William Scott. 
There were many arrangements to make to ensure that the centenary was a 
major highlight for members, villagers and the many people who were involved in 
the Church over the years. 
 
Pens and mugs with markings highlighting the 100 years were purchased and Jean 
Leadbetter donated bookmarks with the names of all previous ministers. June 
Simpson agreed to act as chief sales person and the items would be available 
from her after the first service on 6th May. The pens and bookmarks were £1 and 
the mugs £4.  
 
The first event was the Birthday Party that was organised by Donna Gardner, 
supported by leaders of the Sunday Club and Brownies 
. 
The Sunday Club children made invitations and birthday cards and during the 
service gave readings and prayers, whilst the Brownies entertained the 
congregation with their birthday song. Candles were lit on the church shaped 
cake and at the end of the service 100 balloons were released. A birthday tea 
was served in the hall and the children stayed on and enjoyed party games before 
going home with a party bag and gift so that they would remember this special 
occasion. 
 
The Wedding Service was next and it was pleasing to see a good number of 
couples who were married in the Church, some as long as 60 years ago. 
 The minister surprised a number of them with a film show of their wedding 
pictures and invited them to stand up to introduce themselves to the 
congregation. There was a special dedication for all couples present that were 
married in the Church and this service was a great success. As usual tea was 
served in the hall where even more of the couples were pleasantly surprised to 
find their wedding pictures displayed.   
 
Arrangements for the first two services were reasonably straightforward and were 
a success because of good planning by all. The Baptismal Service was a bit more 
difficult because it was hoped to have an actual baptism on the day as well as 
anyone who was previously christened in the Church. 
 
 The committee were put on a strict alert for any information of on any member 
who may be expecting a baby that would be a suitable age for christening at the 
service. The first alert was Carol Blackley but eventually she advised that her 
baby was not due until well after the date. The minister announced one day that 
he was discussing a baptism with Jennifer Bachen who was a member of the 
Church. Whilst Jennifer had moved from the area she was still a member, and her 
mother Beth is a regular attendee every Sunday. Eventually the arrangements 
were made and Damon Bachen, infant son of Jennifer and Kenneth Ross, was 
baptised into the family of the Church during the Baptismal Service. The family 
supported by their friends within the Church organised a buffet in the hall after 
the service. Janice Deans baked a cake and the occasion was complete.   
 



   
   
  

With the number of pictures handed in it became fairly obvious that the 
Organisations Service would be very popular. The original plan was to have a 
member from each of the organisations give a 2-minute talk. As a very important 
part of this service was the admittance of new elders Mrs Jean Risk and Mrs Helen 
Sneddon the minister realised that his sermon would be fairly short and this 
proved to be the case. Cutting out a hymn and a prayer were not in the plan but 
this was also necessary to complete the service within a reasonable time with so 
many children present. Organisations included the Rug Rats who handed over a 
banner with pictures of all the children. Youth Fellowship, Boys Brigade, Girls 
Guildry, Sunday Club, Brownies, Badminton Club, Redwesters and Guild. The 
Singing Group and Young Mothers Group were also remembered. A slide show 
supported the individual presentations and in the majority of cases the two 
minutes allocated stretched to at least ten.  
 
The timing of the Communion Service on 3rd June fitted perfectly into the 
calendar of events. The centenary committee recommended that the Church 
Session play a bigger part in this Communion than they would normally, and it 
was left to the minister to award the parts to the volunteers. Everyone within the 
Session volunteered and played an active part in the service. A total of 95 
members and visitors attended the 2 communion services. 
 
The official 100th Anniversary date was Saturday 9th June and an Open Day was 
arranged in the Hall and Church. The sun shone throughout this day of 
celebration and many people had assisted in the preparation and the collection 
of memorabilia. Although photographs were the main items on the individual 
tables there were many more interesting items from history. Bibles from the 
forties, awarded for perfect attendance at Sunday School, newspaper cuttings, 
B.B. uniforms and many more items were displayed. The number of people 
attending was in excess of 100 that included a number of people returning after 
many years. Lilly McArthur (Love), Sam and Margaret Blair, Cathy Martin, Jean 
Sommerville, Charlie and Jean Baillie, Jim Sneddon and many more were very 
welcome visitors. The famous Redwesters displayed their memorabilia in the 
Church and a video of a 1990 concert was played throughout the day. 
 
All plans were complete for the 100th Anniversary Service on Sunday 10th June. 
It was agreed that the morning service would be a Songs of Praise with members 
of the congregation requesting their favourite hymns. There was a good 
attendance, and again the sun shone brightly. Everyone enjoyed the service and 
refused to leave at the end until they had finished singing, clapping and dancing 
to `Shine Jesus Shine` which Jerry was playing, as they were about to leave. 
 
For the Anniversary Service at 3pm the invitations were sent out to around 60 
guests and it was estimated from the written and verbal responses that around 40 
would attend.  Reverend Jerome O’Brien from Polmont Old had agreed to preach 
the sermon and Arthur Priestley, Moderator of Falkirk Presbytery would say a few 
words on their behalf. Unfortunately only around 25 invited guests turned up and 
these included Reverend and Mrs R. McDowall, Willie and Helen Bell, representing 
the link partners at Laurieston, Reverend Ray Thomson, Sam and Margaret Blair, 
Cathy Martin, (the ageless) Lilly McArthur and Jean Sommerville. There must 
have been around a dozen people who were returning from the distant past and 
although they were warmly welcomed it would have been interesting to hear 
their stories. They could be seen looking at the memorabilia with extreme 



   
   
  

interest or checking the Baptismal Register and they certainly added to the 
occasion. It is not unkind to say that although the overall attendance was good 
another 30 or 40 would have allowed the committee’s expectations of a full 
Church to be met. The service was excellent and the minister’s organisation was 
everything that anyone could have wished. The hymns included Great is thy 
Faithfulness, Thy hand O God has guided, Look forward in faith and Lord for the 
years, which were very appropriate for the occasion. Slide shows of `Early Years` 
and `1948 Onwards` showed the Church and the community through the ages. 
The anniversary needed a cake so Janice Deans baked two. One cut up for eating 
after the service and one for the official `Cut the cake` ceremony. Ella Close and 
Jack Gardner were given this honour and they were obviously delighted to be 
chosen. At the completion of the service it was back to the Hall for an excellent 
buffet, enjoyed by all.  
 
100 years is a long time but in many ways it is a short time looking back. Many 
people in the Church are only part of the short term past and will hopefully be a 
part of the long-term future and did enjoy the centenary celebrations. Others, in 
many instances because of their age or place of birth, are part of the distant past 
and probably the medium term future. These celebrations possibly meant more 
to them as they were able to reflect on the Church for a large part of the 100 
years. The memorabilia added to these memories but the `old` faces probably 
meant the most. 
Mrs Jean Sommerville is now a very old lady and her presence with her sister 
Cathy was wonderful and it is good that God spared them so that they could take 
part in the celebrations. Everyone remembers them and others like Lilly McArthur 
and John Brown at their peak when they worked tirelessly for their Church. 
Hopefully inviting them to return on this occasion allowed them to take 
something back for all they have given. Many others failed to reach this milestone 
but they will always be remembered and we can be thankful that they did so 
much for their beloved Church in Redding and Westquarter. Geoff particularly 
mentioned the long service of Alex McLean and Alex Wilson and this was well 
deserved as they both committed much of their lives to the Church.  
 
It is important to thank the committee for organising the events and everyone 
who gave them their support, either by attending the Services or playing an 
active part. 
 
So many people returned to the Church during these events and it was a delight 
to welcome them and hopefully it will not be too long before we see them again. 
 
An important part of every event was the serving of teas and food by the ladies 
of the Church. On the Anniversary weekend Jean Risk organised the ladies on the 
Saturday with June Simpson making all the plans on the Sunday. They ensured 
that everyone felt very welcome and treated them as they would guests within 
their own home. The minister performed his role in an exemplary manner 
throughout all of the services and made everyone feel fulfilled. He ensured that 
the Christian message was given in many ways through words, pictures and music. 
Jerry Smith received many words of praise throughout the celebration period for 
his excellent playing of the organ.   
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Reverend Geoff Smart  (1944 – 2008) 
 
Sadly after the end of the Centenary celebrations Reverend Geoff Smart died on 
11th January 2008.  
 
Geoff was inducted as minister of Laurieston linked with Redding and 
Westquarter on 21st June 2002. His sudden death, shortly after his 63rd birthday, 
from a brain tumour was a shock to everyone. It was decided that he would take 
a break in January as his workload appeared to be having an effect on his health 
but there were no indications that his illness was so serious. 
 
In November he carried out the funeral service for Vicky Hamilton, a local girl, 
who was found dead after being missing for 16 years. He earned the praise and 
respect of all for his strength and leadership at that time but from that point on 
everyone was aware that all was not well.  
 
This book illustrates Geoff’s dedication to Redding and Westquarter Church 
during his 5 years service but the love and respect felt by the people towards him 
is impossible to put into words.   
 
Geoff read this book and I am sure that it told him of everyone’s feelings and 
love for him. His only comment was to advise that numbers in the Church had 
increased by over 30% and not 25% as I had previously written. 
 
I told him that I was looking for a verse from the Bible to add at the start, fully 
expecting that he would help me to choose something appropriate. He gave me 
that smile of his, meaning I will have a think, however time did not permit a 
response. 
 
I have chosen this with him in mind.    
 
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace; 
where there is hatred, let me sow love, 
where there is injury, pardon, 
where there is doubt, faith, 
where there is despair, hope, 
where there is darkness, light, 
and where there is sadness, joy. 
 
O Divine Master, 
grant that I may not so much seek  
to be consoled as to console, 
to be understood as to understand, 
to be loved as to love, 
for it is in giving that we receive, 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 
 
He is now with God and will watch over us as we move forward without his 
guiding hand. 


